backwards; in mine we have a sacrum of 4'8 inches (12 cm.) standing nearly vertical. Technique.?Both cadavera were frozen in the dorsal posture; and we shall see immediately that the shape of the brim has influenced the position of the viscera. In Stratz's the uterus is almost wholly an abdominal organ, only the cervix and about half an inch of the lower segment being in the pelvis. About onethird also of the empty bladder is above the brim, and the uterovesical fold of peritoneum is also seven-eighths of an inch above the same level. In mine the uterus lies about four-fifths in the pelvis; the bladder is wholly in the pelvis, and the utero-vesical fold of peritoneum is an inch and a half below the brim.
While in my section the slope of the sacrum has probably favoured the sinking down of the uterus in the pelvis, and the high promontory makes the uterus appear abnormally low, there is no doubt that in Stratz's section the pelvic contents are drawn abnormally out of the pelvis, which we attribute to the contracted brim's preventing the uterus from sinking down into the pelvis.
In this latter the forward position of the rectum with the taut meso-rectum, and the vertical direction of the vagina, show that there is forward traction by the cervix; and to the same cause we set down the high position of the bladder and utero-vesical peritoneum.
The difference between the firm upper part of the body of the uterus and the limp lower segment comes out strikingly in both these sections. The uterus, in fact, consists of two parts?an upper thick portion, which is contracted and keeps its shape; a lower thin portion, which is flaccid and doubles up beneath the upper.
The thin portion is in Stratz's section much longer anteriorly than posteriorly; this bears out what we said when describing the " lower uterine segment," viz., that it is developed chiefly in the anterior wall.
In Stratz's section the limpness of this portion is seen by its bending at a right angle to the rest of the body, while in my section it is folded up under the body. The thickness of the two portions of the uterus respectively is:?In Stratz's section, contracted portion, l-6 to 1 inch (4 to 2^-cm.) anteriorly, and l-4 to ?9 in. (3^ to cm.) posteriorly; of flaccid portion, -6 to -32 inch (1? to *8 cm.) anteriorly, and '6 to '16 inch (1^ to 4 cm.) posteriorly. In my section, the contracted portion is 1'08 to *68 inch (2-7 to 1'7 cm.) anteriorly, and T08 to '68 inch (2*7 to 1'7 cm.) also posteriorly; in the uncontracted portion about -4 inch (1 cm.)
anteriorly, and -6 inch (1*5 cm.) posteriorly.
Putting these measurements in a tabular form we have?
Stratz's Section.
My own. He thinks the uterus is powerful enough to resist the legs.
Dr Foulis in reply said that the drawings were only diagrams. It is true that the foetus increases more rapidly than the uterus. The upper pole of the child is jammed up, so that any movement of the legs must affect the position of the child. He thinks that the child usually remains head down after the seventh month, and that the head downward position is caused entirely by the constant extension of the child's legs, by which means the round head is caused to glide over the curved inner surface of the uterus until the head becomes at last fixed over the bony cup of the pelvis, and the extension of the lower limbs keeps it there.
